Challenging the Nonsense: Teaching
Abol Tabol in translation

Dr Naina Dey
Associate Professor
Department of English
Maharaja Manindra Chandra College



English Transiation by Satyajit Ray

YOuUr ha

| nderclare
e

OITEN S X 10Om win
! now. el me see
" came rolundity
r? Now thaere's & lag
will tha!'s o be had

SChHhoOO! NoO

vithh sl w gtrenagth of

He sal for his final tesis for

Hopped

Ningleaen times he ned and then He slopped
Finanual state. you ask? Ha propeny”?
Ho's sunk = debis ns lar as | can soe!

Hig brothers are a sorry bunch | lear

one's a rackoeiaer

2NE 8 A DOy
because

A thard they ot the chinkers o
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Dear Gangaram's a comely vourth —
A\ shade too dark. to tell the truth
And on his face. a constant scowl
A little like an angrv ow!
His scholarlv accreditations?
You must admire the young man’s patience
He tried full nineteen times to get
His Junior School Certificate.
On top of that, he's rather poor
The wolf's for ever at their door.
FHis brothers are a precious lot,
For one’s a freak and one's a sot,
And one assumed the noble mission
Ot torging notes. and went to prison.
I'he voungest plays a set of drums
In music-halls for modest sums.

Poor Gangaram’s for ever aitling

With jaundice and a kidnev failing
But still. theyv're of a noble breed
The Grand Panjandrum’s direct seed,
And Lahirt of Banagram

Is cousin. now. to Gangaram.

So now vou've got it cut and dried —
A worthy match for such a bride!




The Blooming Groom * Has every disease one literally can...

| was away at Posta and | learnt it now *  But, as blue blood runs his veins for free
That your daughter is going to have her *  One must know Kongsho was an elite of his
wedding vow. family tree!

Gangaram is her blooming half * Ohand, Shyam Lahiri of Bonogram

But, Sire, do you know him enough? * | presumeis the cousin to Gangaram...
Needless saying, he is a quite good man *  Anyways, now that the search's over
Though his skin is a little too tan... * Do you really think, one could have scored
Moreover Gangaram doesn't look foul better?

But then, he resembles, wait, | know, an owl!

Intellect and brains? If that's what you wonder

For heaven's sake, the guy's a blunder!

After Nineteen failed attempts at matriculation * -Arkadeepta Roy

His efforts finally reached an expiration. * (Maharaja Manindra Chandra College)
Money and finance, that's another mess

He barely manages to survive each day's race

And oh, the siblings, | wish | could have sworn...

One's a lunatic, and one's a stubborn.

The other guy who forges money is one of a
sample

He resides now in the prisoner's cell.
And, well the youngest one, is a Tabla player,
Works in jatras and earns very meagre!

Honestly, Gangaram is quite the man
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